
Gospel Reading   -   Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Lk 9:51-62 

When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were fulfilled, 

he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, 

and he sent messengers ahead of him. 

On the way they entered a Samaritan village 

to prepare for his reception there, 

but they would not welcome him 

because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem. 

When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, 

“Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven 

to consume them?” 

Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village. 

 

As they were proceeding on their journey someone said to him, 

First ----- “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

Jesus answered him, 

“Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” 

 

Second ----- And to another he said, “Follow me.” 

But he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.”  

But he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. 

But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Third ------  And another said, “I will follow you, Lord, 

but first let me say farewell to my family at home.”  

To him Jesus said, “No one who sets a hand to the plow 

and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/9?11


 

The Journey to Jerusalem 

A lonely road ahead – Jesus knew what was coming  

But Jesus was determined to move forward 

But the disciples did not understand  

Jesus was going to be rejected, humiliated, tortured and executed  

Today’s Gospel Reading is a difficult one. “no one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom of God.”  

We are either looking towards the Kingdom or we are not. 

 

 

Excuses – Excuses – Excuses 

• “I will follow you wherever you go” 

• “Lord, let me go first and bury my father” 

• “I will follow you, Lord. But, first let me say farewell to my family at 

home.” 

 



 

The disciples were acting tough (James and John) Sons of Thunder  

“Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven  

to consume them?” 
 

What did Jesus say to them? 

“Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village.” 

 

Jesus the Teacher 
Three encounters with would be disciples – do any of these apply to YOU? 

1. First – we have to give up our security  

2. Second – We have to take risk 

3. Third – We can expect difficulties  

What do each of these encounters mean to you? 
 

Jesus is interested in us, in bringing us into his Kingdom. What we do, 

whether we follow him or not, matters to him. God really cares about each 

one of us.  

As the Catechism (#30) puts it, 

 “[God] never ceases to call every man to seek him, so as to find life and 

happiness.” If we understood how much we matter to him, it would solve an 

awful lot of our problems. 

 

What is holding us back – from experiencing the road less 

traveled for each of us? 

Why am I so afraid of failure and rejection? 

Why do I care so much about what others think of me, about performing better than my 

neighbor? 



 

 

 

Prayer – by Fr. John Bartunek, LC 
 

Free my heart from vanity and arrogance and insecurity. 
Free me to love and give myself as totally and gladly as you 
did… 

I really do want to be your disciple. You know my limits and 
my circumstances, and you know my possibilities – much 
better than I do. So, teach me to trust in you and your will 
more than in my own judgment. Teach me to find the 
balance between sensibility (I know you don’t want me to 
abandon common sense, since you invented it) and 
courage… 

Since you are God, you think unceasingly of those you love. 
And since you love me, you must think of me unceasingly. 
Lord, help me to believe that! Help me to live knowing that 
you are always surrounding me with your wise, merciful, and 
loving providence. Inspire me with your love, so I will be 
generous and courageous in spreading the treasures of your 
truth and grace… 

 

 

http://www.spiritualdirection.com/author/father-john-bartunek

